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The Central Council of Tlingit and 
Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit 
& Haida) gained federal recognition 
as a tribe in 1935. We are proud of 
the legacy our forefathers built for us 
in the areas of self-governance, 
self-determination, and tribal 
administration.

More than 31,000 tribal 
citizens are enrolled 
with Tlingit & Haida 
and we employ over 
200 staff. The Tribe 
administers over 
65 grants, operates 
an annual budget of 
approximately 28 million 
dollars and has a solid track 
record of political stability 
and self-governance. 

Our headquarters are in Juneau, 
Alaska, but our commitment to 
serving the Tlingit & Haida people 
extends throughout the United States.

The Tlingit 
& Haida 
people as a 
whole are 
among the 
largest, most 
isolated, and 
most geographically dispersed tribal 
populations nationwide. 

Our sacred homeland encompasses 
over 43,000 square miles of Southeast 
Alaska coastline, also known as the 
“panhandle,” which is bordered by 
Canada on the north, south and east, 
and the Gulf of Alaska on the west. 

Southeast Alaska is a temperate 
rainforest that consists of thousands 
of islands known as the Alexander 
Archipelago and a thin strip of 
mainland. The many sounds, channels, 
straits, fjords, narrows, bays, coves 
and natural harbors create a maze of 
waterways between the islands and 
the mainland. 

Spectacular views exist throughout our 
homeland, with a wealth of natural 
resources including rugged mountains 
and rocky slopes, massive trees, and 
the breathtaking glaciers and ice fields 
along our coastline. Clear streams and 
quiet bays are the spawning grounds 
for many types of fish vital to our 
people. 

Our rich cultural history is built on a 
solid foundation of respect for culture, 
elders, clans, the bounty of the land 
and waters, and the land itself.

Tlingit and Haida nations have 
occupied Southeast Alaska from time 
immemorial; they are the foundation 
of our tribal sovereignty. 

Specific protocols vital to the Tlingit 
and Haida tribal societies govern 
ceremonies including potlatches, 
celebration of a birth, marriage, giving 
a clan name, raising a totem pole, 
honoring a leader or the departed, 
and other occasions.

We perpetuate and preserve our 
traditions to ensure that future 
generations inherit their rightful 
heritage as Tlingit and Haida people. 
Our sacred and vibrant traditions 
survive, growing stronger and richer 
each year. 

• Discipline and Obedience to the 
Traditions of Our Ancestors

• Respect for Self, Elders and Others
• Respect for Nature and Property
• Patience
• Pride in Family, Clan and Traditions 

is found in Love, Loyalty and 
Generosity

• Be Strong in Mind, Body and Spirit
• Humor
• Hold Each Other Up
• Listen Well and with Respect
• Speak with Care
• We are Stewards of the Air,  

Land and Sea
• Reverence for Our Creator
• Live in Peace and Harmony
• Be Strong and Have Courage

"Our Way of Life"

Preserve our sovereignty, enhance 
our economic and cultural resources, 
and promote self-sufficiency and self-
governance for our citizens.



Office of the President ensures policies 
adopted by the governing body of the 
Tribe are implemented. The President 
is committed to providing reports 
on program progress to communities 
served and securing feedback so 
program services can be allocated in 
a fair and equitable fashion, reflecting 
the needs of each community. 

Tribal Operations oversees the Tribal 
Trust fund and financial well-being 
of the Tribe. The department also 
oversees the implementation of fiscal 
and operating policies, the Tribe's 
property, and relations with outside 
organizations.

Business & Economic Development 
focuses on promoting business and 
economic development opportunities 
for the Tribe, its citizens and tribal 
communities. 
  

Child Care provides financial assistance 
to help with the cost of child care. 
The department also offers a quality 
improvement program to child care 
providers to help with health & safety 
equipment, business licenses, and 
classroom training.

Cultural Heritage & 
Education oversees the 
coordination of the Tribe's 
cultural activities and 
promotes Tlingit, Haida 
& Tsimshian language 
revitalization. The 
department also provides 
academic planning and 
educational opportunities to tribal 
citizens through its Higher Education 
and Johnson O'Malley programs.

Employment & Training provides a 
full range of educational, training and 
employment services to address the 
unemployment, under-employment, 
and economic needs of Alaska Native 
and American Indian clients in 
Southeast Alaska to prepare them for 
securing employment and maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle independent of 
program services.   

Head Start promotes school readiness 
of children ages three to five from 
low-income families by enhancing 
their cognitive, social, and emotional 
development. The program fosters 
healthy development of children 
through comprehensive services 
delivered in partnership with families.

Native Lands & Resources provides land 
management to Native landowners 
who own trust/restricted properties, 
assists Southeast communities with 
environmental issues, and repatriates 
objects of cultural patrimony, sacred 
objects, funerary objects, and human 
remains in accordance with NAGPRA 
and the NMAI Act.

Program Compliance officially registers 
eligible persons as citizens of the Tribe. 
The department also works on program 
regulations and internal audit duties. 

Public Safety 
provides 
basic law 
enforcement 
and public 
safety services 
to participating 
local communities. The department 
is also partnering to develop a state-
of-the-art Second Chance Reentry 
Housing program to provide sober, 
supportive housing, training, resources 
and employment assistance for men 
returning from incarceration.  

Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families provides financial assistance 
to families with dependent children 
while emphasizing work participation, 
education, family stability and 
responsibility.

Tribal Child Support Unit provides 
the following child support services to 
parents and/or third-party custodians:  
establishing paternity; locating absent 
parents; establishing, enforcing and 
modifying child support orders; and 
collecting and distributing child support 
payments.

Tribal Court exercises the Tribe’s 
inherent sovereignty by providing a 
culturally-appropriate forum for tribal 
citizens to address their justice needs. 
Judicial services are guided by the 
traditional values of respect, patience, 
and the essential responsibility to 
safeguard the future of the Tribe by 
promoting healthy tribal families.

Tribal Family & Youth Services 
provides social services to children, 
youth, elderly, and families so that 
they may achieve safety, stability and 
security, using family-centered practices 
and traditional values of their culture 
to build strong communities.

Tribal Transportation offers a full 
spectrum of engineering functions 
including planning, design and 
construction management, as well as 
leadership on national and statewide 
issues related to the program. 

Tribal Vocational 
Rehabilitation 
provides vocational 
rehabilitation services 
to Alaska Natives and 
American Indians with 
disabilities, and assists 
them in preparing for 
and engaging in gainful 
employment. 

Vocational Training & Resource Center
provides training and career 
advancement opportunities through 
high quality, postsecondary academic 
and vocational education. The center 
also offers online distance education 
courses, in addition to classroom and 
auditorium rentals.

Tlingit & Haida is proud of the 
services we provide to our tribal 

citizens. It is an honor to serve you!
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